The International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC) and the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) have designated 2011 as the International Year of Chemistry (IYC2011). This special designation is meant to celebrate the achievements of chemistry and its contributions to mankind and is aimed at, under the unifying theme of "chemistry-our life, our future," enhancing the public appreciation of chemistry in meeting world needs, increasing young persons' interest in chemistry, and promoting the creative future of chemistry (1 ). Since the early applications of synthetic chemistry in ancient Egyptian times 4000 years ago, chemistry has evolved, in its multiple subdisciplines, to enhance and touch many aspects of our lives, including the food we eat, the medicine we use, and the energy we consume. Clinical chemistry, a name purportedly coined by Charles Henry Ralfe (1842-1896) of London Hospital when he used it as the title of his 1883 treatise, is one of the younger disciplines in chemistry. It has grown from a mere intellectual curiosity in the 19th century into a sophisticated scientific discipline and an integral component of the contemporary practice of medicine. Clinical Chemistry is pleased to partake in the celebration of the IYC2011 by publishing during the year several articles and new features prepared by inspiring scientists and award-winning writers that highlight various aspects of our profession. Some of these articles will be prepared in collaboration with sister institutions and entities, such as the Chemical Heritage Foundation, the É cole Supérieure de Physique et de Chimie Industrielles in Paris, and the AACC History Division. Although we are appreciative of everyone's input and effort in this endeavor, we are particularly indebted to Michal Meyer, editor in chief of Chemical Heritage magazine of the Chemical Heritage Foundation, and are grateful for her contributions and insights. All of our IYC2011 activities will be disseminated in multiple ways to the scientific and general communities and made available to everyone in an effort to enhance the visibility of chemistry and celebrate our profession. Below is a list of some of the planned activities. All the articles and features listed below will be published in the Clinical Chemist section of Clinical Chemistry. Podcasts related to these features will be available at www.clinchem.org.
HISTORY OF CLINICAL CHEMISTRY
John Savory and Larry Kricka, professors at the University of Virginia and the University of Pennsylvania, respectively, will recount the story of clinical chemistry, which spans from before 400 BC, when the Greeks diagnosed "boils" by determining whether the urine attracted insects, to the era of genomics, proteomics, and personalized medicine. Clinical chemistry was not always readily embraced in the medical community. Robert James Graves (1796 -1853), the famous Dublin clinician, once remarked, "few and scanty, indeed, are the rays of light which chemistry has flung on the vital mysteries." Pioneers such as Johann Joseph Scherer (1814 -1869), who first used the term "clinical chemical laboratory" ("klinisch-chemischen Laboratorium"), and Max Josef von Pettenkofer (1818 Pettenkofer ( -1901 both often complained that clinicians do not use their chemistry laboratory services except when needed for "luxurious embellishment for a clinical lecture," as the latter once remarked. The practice of clinical chemistry, however, continued over the decades and became an integral and essential component of medical care delivery. The utility of laboratory testing has increased dramatically throughout history, as indicated by the growth in the number of tests performed. Although Baron Justus von Liebig (1803-1873) boasted that his laboratory performed more than 400 tests per annum, the average mid-to large-sized American laboratory today performs several million tests yearly.
HONORING MARIE CURIE
The year 2011 marks the 100th anniversary of Marie Curie (née Sklodowska, 1867 (née Sklodowska, -1934 receiving the Nobel Prize in chemistry for discovering radium and polonium, the latter named after her native Poland.
This award was her second Nobel Prize; her first, in physics, was shared with her husband Pierre and Henri Becquerel for their work on radioactivity, a term she coined. She is the first woman to teach at the Sorbonne, and her achievements earned her the honor, on April 20, 1995, of being the first woman to have her ashes enshrined, "for her own merits" as President François Mitterrand stressed, in the Pantheon in Paris, the memorial dedicated to the "great men" of France. In collaboration with the Chemical Heritage Foundation and the É cole Supérieure de Physique et de Chimie Industrielles, the research center in Paris in which Madame Curie conducted her work, Clinical Chemistry is pleased to honor this remarkable woman and celebrate her accomplishments. Susan Quinn, an awardwinning writer of nonfiction books and articles and the author of Marie Curie: A Life, will highlight Curie's scientific achievements and contributions and reflect on her amazing determination and perseverance at a time when it was so difficult for women to be successful in science. Susan Quinn's biography of Madame Curie, which has been translated into 8 languages, was awarded the Grand Prix des Lectrices de Elle in 1997. The biography received wide critical praise from both the scientific and lay press, such as: "fresh and powerful . . . certain to be this generation's definitive biography" (Science); "It is remarkable that Marie Curie has had to wait so long for a biographer of such excellence" (London Sunday Times); and "Quinn replaces this icon with a fully dimensional person, a woman who can now serve to inspire future chemists and physicists even more" (Washington Post Book World).
SCIENCE: A ROMANTIC VOYAGE
Award-winning author and biographer Richard Holmes will explore the shared common aims and ambitions of the artist and the scientist to create the humanistic science that enriches our being. Richard Holmes has written 23 books, 
"SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT"
"Sustainable Development" is a poem by Roald Hoffmann, written in his sixth language, English. Roald Hoffmann is a poet, philosopher, playwright, and chemist. He shared the 1981 Nobel Prize in chemistry with Kenichi Fukui "for their theories, developed independently, concerning the course of chemical reactions." He is the Frank H.T. Rhodes Professor of Humane Letters, now emeritus, and a professor of chemistry, now emeritus, at Cornell University. Roald Hoffmann was born in 1937 in Złoczó w (Poland, now Ukraine) to a Jewish family. He and his mother were among the 200 of 12 000 Jews in his hometown to survive the war, an experience that deeply shaped his belief and influenced his work. In 1949, he immigrated to the US and later attended Columbia and Harvard universities. Roald Hoffmann has received 32 honorary doctorate degrees from 10 countries and has published more than 500 scientific articles, 11 books (5 of which are poetry), and 3 plays, the first of which, Oxygen, has been translated into 10 languages.
A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A CLINICAL CHEMISTRY LABORATORY
In 1966, Peter Wilding, now an emeritus Professor at the University of Pennsylvania, was an assistant professor at the University of Southern California and a young clinical chemist at the Los Angeles County Hospital, then a 2000-bed hospital. He filmed this documentary at his hospital at that time and has recently added narration. This film demonstrates the remarkable journey of our profession and the astonishing advances made in almost half a century. The Technicon AA1, the Klett spectrophotometer, the reagents and instrument-repair rooms, the then-sophisticated 24-h urine volume-measuring device, the safety precautions or lack thereof, and the women's hairstyles of the 1960s will undoubtedly make you nostalgic, give you a sense of pride in our advancements, and put a smile on your face. One cannot help but wonder what a clinical chemist in 2060 will think about a similar film made in today's "sophisticated" laboratories ("They used real blood back then, how primitive, how barbaric!!"). A link to view this film and hear Wilding's short commentary will be published in Clinical Chemistry.
"ALL OUR YESTERDAYS"
The pace of technological progress in clinical laboratory testing has been rapid, and the lifetime of most analyzers is Ͻ10 years. To document and capture a special aspect of the history of clinical laboratory testing, Larry Kricka and Peter Wilding in 2010 initiated a long-term project for the History Division aimed at collecting and archiving images of clinical laboratory analyzers and point-of-care test devices, as well as assembling a collection of representative handheld point-of-care test devices.
SCIENCE IN THE ARTS
Chemistry will be celebrated by exploring its story and impact as reflected in the arts. Any science can be seen from the point of view of its findings, practical applications, and impact on society. Although it is impossible to understand biological life or the environment without chemistry, the arts address the individual, the society, and the culture. The arts, through portraiture, can also highlight the personal contributions to many of the seminal findings of science. Our series "Science in the Arts," by Marek Dominiczak, Professor of Clinical Biochemistry and Medical Humanities at the University of Glasgow, will explore the interface of the arts and chemistry with 12 paintings and commentaries throughout the year.
BROADCASTING TO THE WORLD
Bob Barrett, the host of public radio's The Health Show, will help us create a series of podcasts of interviews conducted with the above-mentioned authors. These podcasts will be posted throughout 2011 on the AACC and Journal sites and will be accessible through iTunes. Several Clinical Chemistry podcasts have been aired on The Health Show, a syndicated program broadcast on more than 160 public radio stations in the US and Canada, and on the Armed Forces Radio Network in 134 countries.
We sincerely hope you will enjoy these articles and features throughout the year and will help to celebrate with us the profession that we practice and love.
